
In the Fall of 1995 the local weekly newspaper of the Westmeath Peninsula “The Cobden Sun” covered the cave dives 
of Dr.David Sawatzky  and diving partner Ric Browning, as they explored the system of underwater caves in the 
Paquette Rapids area of the Ottawa River’s channel, north of the Village of Westmeath, ON. 
At the time, studies were underway by the then Ministry of the Environment and Energy, to chose candidate areas for 
the location of landfill dumps. Editor Marie Zettler’s editorial that week was entitled “Ludicrous”, as indeed it was to 
contemplate locating a dump over the permeable  limestone bedrock of the Peninsula.  
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 

 



 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


